Abdominal musculature and the transversalis fascia: an anatomical viewpoint.
This anatomical study investigated the connection of the muscles of the abdominal wall to the transversalis fascia in the groin. In six unfixed male corpses we prepared the single levels of the inguinal abdominal wall and examined their interrelationships. Of special interest were the direction of the force vectors determined by the direction of the muscular fibers in relation to the transversalis fascia. We found no confirmation of a direct connection between the muscles of the abdominal wall and the transversalis fascia in the inguinal region. No force vector of the different muscular layers points away from the triangle of Hesselbach. By contraction each muscle thus relaxes the transversalis fascia of the Hesselbach triangle.